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A participatory approach to ecodesign Technical Management 
Route for supporting practices changes in viticulture 
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 Abstract : 
 The approach developed by Anthony Rouault (PhD student) within the ECO3VIC project aims at supporting 
wine growers toward practice change by the means of ecodesign workshops. Ecodesign consists in integrating the 
environment from the design of a product or a service, and for all the stages of its life cycle (ISO 14062 2002). 
Three sub-objectives were defined for these workshops: 1) to better understand the link between practices and 
environment; 2) to identify alternative practices allowing to reduce the environmental impact and 3) to fit these 
practices into a more efficient technical management route (TMR). Environmental performances are assessed 
based on the Life-Cycle Assessment method. Other aspects of efficiency such as wine quality or economic output 
are assessed thanks to the expertise of participants. During workshops, small group discussions fostered ex-
change of environmental knowledge and expertise on new techniques. The diversity of participants and sound 
scientific knowledge inputs allowed a high degree of innovation. Finally, the serious game based on case studies 
of one or two participants provided concrete situations to be handled and questioned. Thus wine growers were 
more keen on discussing technical feasibility, economic and social issues which need to be addressed in the pro-
cess of decision-making. This approach will be applied at larger scale and with different stakeholder including con-
sumers in future works, renewing the challenges of such participatory approach. 
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